
U N IT E 3 S TAT E S E h' L' I R 0 N :.; E N T A L  P R 3 T EC TI 0 N A G EN CY 
R E Z i O N  Vlll 

9 9 9  78th STKEET - SUITE 500 
DENVER, COLORADO 80202-2466 

MY. Richard Schassburger 
U.S. Depamnent of Energy 
Rocky Flats Office 
P. 0. -Box 928 
Golden, CO 80402-0928 

Dear MI. Scbassburger: 

Over the past several months, discussions have occurred regarding resolution of 
regulatory azencies' comments on the draft Phase I l l  RCR4 Facifiy InvesugatiodRernedial 
Lnvesti,oauon CRFyRI) Report for Operable Vnit 1 (OU-1). It is our understanding that in 
order to maintain current schedules, an a,greement has been reached between a l l  parties on 
the issue of comparisons of RI data to backgound &ra for OU-1 and Operable Unit 2 (OU- 
2). However, a difference in scientific opinion remains between EPA and DOE on this 
issue. Therefore, this a-mrnent i s  in essence, a compromise. For the record, both our 
position (enclosure I) and our understa.nding of the compromise (enclosure 3) are enclosed. 
We have no opposition to proceeding with the compromise approach on OU-l 2nd OU-2. 

Since it is likely that the cornpromise udl result in protracted discussions beween 
DOE and EPA on contaminants of concern, we recommend that DOE continue its attempts to 
resolve tfiis issue for subsequent OUs. We have suggesrd tbar an expert third party be 
consulted for a scientfic opinion. Provia4 the opinion is based on a revieu of the 
appropriate question, the rdevant data sex, and the positions of both patles, EP.4 intends to 
give subsunrial deference to the expert's opinion. 

We have h n  informed by DOE that Dr. RicSard Gilben of PacSlc Northvest 
Tabonto?  may be available for this work. r9.4 is willing u3 accept Dr. Gilben as the 
asi-pated expen. 

?rjnred on Recycled P m e r  



- " 

We are intensed in dctennini?; the most t e c h i - a l i y  sound way of proceeding on 
this issue but are also exuemely concernd that h s  manz.: be settled in an e w t i o u s  
m m e r .  If DOE a p e s  to ths approach, please i d o m  us of a schedule for accomphhing 
the n x e s q  work. We request your response no later than May 28, 1993. Our point of 
contact on this matter is Bonnie Lavelle at (303) 294-1067. 

Sincerely , 

Manin Hesunark, Manager 
Rocky Flats ProjeCt 

Enclosures 

cc: Joe Scbieffelin, CDH 
Gary Baughman, CDH 
Scott Grace, DOE 
Paul Singh, DOE 
Bruce Thatcher, DOE 
Cindy Gee, EGSrG 
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